Southern Bell¢
getting a rep

In late Juily, Alan Lester joimed forces with Hank
Cavlos i Yosemobe Valley 1o atbernpl ther savond Land
first one-day) asoent of the diciy 'I’l-pil:-.h Sowlfverm
Belle (V1 5.12d E) on the South Face of Hald Do
The pair made excellent progress on the crux kower
pitches, with Lester on-sighting the 5.12¢/d fist-to-
fm;qur crack on the third pabch. By 1030 am. they
were over halfivay up the Esce, with the hour 5. 12
paichies behind them. The upper pitches are no give
away, howwever, imvalving VETY rumdul, insecuns all
face climbing. “Alan would go 75 feet o a 1/4-inch
bolt, then another 75 feet to the I.‘lc"l.n sarys [ .nlnr
“And vou couldnt soe the bolts Fror b, =0 you |
ul'n'dlmglhmwnrma that you couhdnt reverse.”

O hundred feet out on the eighth pitch, with |
(50 '% rn..rr;_e;iml HE nut and a !in!.' cam nsded M) et
Bl e, {-d.!.'[lill.' fonk a 6ll-hood "'-|||1|.'l'\Fl||11i|'|il1F|
p:u ngvl.'_.' as Liesler put it. He sustained numerous
brusses and abrasions and a broken ankle, “ qrnpu,h‘l
aff all my skim,” LT L .1\.|L1r “It looks like [Fnr
dragped I.'H'".‘un-.l i plrkup.' Lisdor =t up 1320 foset ok
dirvaius anglln‘!._ r.1pp|.*-]-u thirn |"H_'|r.\|."d L .1:|.I|'-:r o the

:Lﬁ“"lﬂ Bourrsd trand, where TATNEETS gave him a pony ride 1o
Fiites rowuts Ehs 'r'.J.II;':l.' floor. “The roube was I1|'-rri|:|.'ing." SIVE
ﬂm:;;' I'.'.a:.'l.-:lr_. who has done other Yosemite scane roudes,
e lake the Bachr- e, “1 never go back.”

sandatons Lissser, howevier, BAVE, “I'm F;ning back for sure.
ma — b it pets doree this Eall.” The rowte’s n,'plllnlinn
Marin, sems b grow, Thi La:-.inl: tlint'hing and the I'-'“"F
Calitormia. .1p]|-r|urh makis dnin.ﬁ the route in a r].1:.' vien

Ar Ol Tom, & new concloserane sasdstons crag [similar 1o miere fosmidable

[¥ave Schultz of Yosemife and Soodt t.lh:.qh'lﬂ't o
Jerhoua Trow trewsd Hhe bBodid Tines im 1988, Peter Croft and
Biamhans M-:[p-cu'uld Berree v [l |:!.| | %¢ | the hasdist soune Sehubiz had ﬂ“,-mphnd it on bwo 1IJ'|1'-I"L‘|LH.'"1 s
i thee amen avd ome of hee Beclesy i tlic svane, Roouiss, ksows sicms, but roportedly never ot past thee fifth pisch

Un Lampy Ridge, Colorado, Lester madee the first

imee ascent of Amuscomda (3130 /c) on the Twin Chrls,
privicars lisrdist mock eedpoisn was 7. 12c, lour yeass ago. The a former AS crack noxt to Sty Putty, In its &0 foet, :
line of Berver Toaw Life has seen srvesapas by seviral 1op clissbees, the climb had lunging between flared hand jams, 3 gipn Lowter fresing Anveconds
tips crack, la!.'hh;ki:np.lh' puside comer of 4 shallowe (5.7 3hic), Tewin Owsls, Lumpy Ridges,
dihedral, a section of ‘n.-nliy thin”™ 1in_F,|_'rI|,'|;L~.. and, Coloradao.
MovEs punciuatid by ose saegisal, isvigred, beel-hook shabeou finally, 20 feet of overhanging 5.11 fingers. Lester calls it ane of the hardest cracks in the state,
He 15 q.|u...|.|i!i|.~|.1 oy sk the 1udp;mun|_: m 1985, he made the thind ascent of :‘;-F\'f.:lll Crack
15 13b/e). ~Aminssnds takes les endwrance, bat the d:iHi.,'uII:l.' of thie mowves is a quanfuam
beap,” he says. He would Bke bo see somebody try it, bull nobes that he took out the fixed AT
orher lises, whaos eedpoisied, will reposredly be soch hasdes hir had in :I’|'-|'l|1-.l-.1l-n11l;,1nc|u.||ng;.1 pin and four or five wires

thi Pismacles) weas Soasoa Magis, Calilossis, Phil Reguisy o Sass

loe his skills ox plastic, doess't clisb ourside soch, I Tacr, bis

whio vouch Tos ins dilficulny. I is ax edueasce movre, with 38

The woure nook Reouist 2% davs ovre sy mosiles
Lowcals oles weler vo the climb as “Phil’s easy soure,™ Masy

Frst one-day wall ascents were nearly as comvnon in Yosemice Valley lasr
spring as Everest ascents are these days. Rolands Garibotel, 23, of Bar-
iloche, Argentina, and sometimes Boulder, climbed ssveral routes @ goick
times during & twoswesk stay. On May 23, with Jon Resamengy of New Zealand,
Garibotti oid what may be the festest ascent of Lurking Fear [5.70 A3], m juse
under 13 howrs. On June 2, Garibott! and Adem Wainwright of Groat Britam did
Triple Direct (5.9 A2] in B howrs 20 minutes, sand on June 5, the same temm fired
The Shield {5.9 A3+] in T8 hours 20 minvtes. The previous frstest time was 23 bhowrs
IO minutes, by Rick Lovelocs and party. On May 27, Garmbatel sivd Rob Slater of Bouldar
died The NMose (5.9 424 ] in § howrs 48 minutes.

Between Jiy 8 and 15, Steve Schasider with varous partners cimbed chree grade e,
oach in “one-day” pushes in the fastest times to date: the West Buttress (VT 5. 70 A3+) m
18 howrs 71 minute, with Joff Schoen; Chinese Water Torture W 5.77 Ad] in 17 hours 15
minurtes, with Scott Stowe and Lance Allred; and Dihedral Wall fUT 5.9 A3) in 27 houra 38 min-
wtes, with Mark Deger. Al routes were done on-sight, and on the latter Schmnaider led every proch.

We've heard rumors of numerous other fast ascents — of Foutes inclvging Zenyatta Mandatta, Graps

Raoe, and Flight of the Albatross = by Valley locals ke Steve Gerberding, Srowe. and
Dave Bengsten, but the typécally reticent group has kept quiet

Rolando Garibottl omn pn sasy day st 1he oregs.
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